
Pe
te

r 
La

n
g

 · 
In

te
rn

at
io

n
al

er
 V

er
la

g
 d

er
 W

is
se

n
sc

h
af

te
n

Education

Barbara Merrill (ed.)

Learning to Change? 
The Role of Identity and Learning Careers in Adult Education
Frankfurt am Main, Berlin, Bern, Bruxelles, New York, Oxford, Wien, 2009. 251 pp., num. graph.
European Studies in Lifelong Learning and Adult Learning Research.  
Edited by Barry J. Hake, Henning Salling Olesen and Rudolf Tippelt. Vol. 5
ISBN 978-3-631-58279-4  ·  pb. E (D) 45,50 / E (A) 46,80 / US-$ 65,95 / £ 38,30 / sFr 66,–

This book highlights the issues of access, learning careers and identities in a diverse range of 
educational settings with diverse groups of adult students across Europe. Much of the work in 
this book illuminates these issues through the voices of adult students and adult educators and 
illustrates the rich variety of practice and context of adult education in Europe. It draws on the 
work of scholars from across Europe within the framework of the European Society for Research 
on the Education of Adults (ESREA). The chapters include examples and discussions of access, 
learning careers and identity in the context of higher and further education, the workplace, and 
prisons. The reader will see how structure and agency interplays and interacts in developing, or 
not, the learning careers and identities of adult students and adult educators. The book will  
appeal to researchers and educators in adult education, other professionals in associated fields  
and policy makers.
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